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MOSCOW, AUG 24:
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Monday
held talks with Russian
First Deputy Prime
Minister Denis Manturov
on ways to further expand
bilateral trade and
economic cooperation, as
the two sides reviewed the
India-Russia partnership.
Jaishankar, who arrived in
Moscow on Sunday, is on a
two-day visit to Russia. The
visit comes ahead of
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WELLINGTON, AUG 24:
New Zealand's Prime
Minister Christopher Luxon
has unveiled a proposed law
banning children younger
than 16 from using social
media platforms, citing what
he said Monday was  harm
being done to a generation  of
young people. However, the
bill hasn't yet attracted
enough support to pass into
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ISLAMABAD, AUG 24:
Former Pakistan prime
minister Imran Khan's party
has condemned what it
called the "continued
failure" of authorities at a
state-run hospital after the
CT Coronary Angiography
(CTA) was not conducted on
him despite cardiologists
complaining about potential
risks of cardiac
complications. In a
statement on Sunday,
Central Secretary
Information of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),
Sheikh Waqas Akram, said
the authorities had failed to
provide 73-year-old Khan
with a medically
recommended diagnostic
test despite the availability
of a functional CT scanner
at the Pakistan Institute of
Medical Sciences (PIMS),
Dawn newspaper reported.
Khan was taken to PIMS on
Friday for an eye procedure
and other diagnostic
examinations. Doctors
reportedly recommended a
CTA of  the heart, but
hospital officials said the
required facility was
unavailable. He was
subsequently returned to
Adiala jail without
undergoing the test.

The party condemned
what it called the
"continued failure" of
authorities and demanded
that the test should be
immediately conducted at
Shifa International
Hospital. "...This cannot be
dismissed as an isolated
administrative lapse; it
reflects a deeply troubling
pattern,  Akram said. He
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NEW YORK, AUG 24: Amity University
has launched a research hub in New York
aimed at fostering international research
partnerships, and strengthening scientific
collaboration and innovation between India
and the US. The Amity Global Research
Hub (AGRH) was inaugurated at the
Consulate General of  India in New York on
Friday, the consulate said in a post on X.
AGRH will serve as a platform to foster
international research partnerships and
advance innovation through collaboration
between India and the United States,  the
consulate added. Friday's inauguration was
themed  Shaping the Future through
Emerging Technologies  and included the
launch of the hub's website and research
brochure, followed by panel discussions on
multi-sector partnerships, research and
innovation and India-US collaboration. The
research hub is envisioned as a platform
connecting universities, research
institutions, industry partners and
policymakers to promote interdisciplinary
research, emerging technologies and

said. Bills are required to pass
three rounds of voting,
usually over a period of
months, before they become
law. If  reelected, Luxon is
seeking to make his
government the latest
worldwide to enact age
restrictions for social media
platforms after dozens of
countries have either
introduced or are mulling
such measures. He said 2025
research showed a third of

New Zealand teenagers spent
at least five hours a day on
social media. Social media is
exposing them to harmful
content, addictive
technology and pressures
they are not equipped to deal
with and it's affecting their
family life, mental health,
sleep, and education, Luxon
said. The proposal would
require social media
platforms including
Instagram, TikTok, Snapchat
and Facebook, to take
reasonable steps to check
users were older than 16,
according to material
supplied by Luxon's party
Monday. This could include
existing account information,
facial age estimation, digital
ID services and formal ID, the

material said. Excluded from
the proposed law are
messaging platforms such as
WhatsApp, online gaming
platforms like Roblox and AI
apps with productivity uses
including ChatGPT, Gemini
and Copilot.

New Zealand's prime minister proposes
banning children from using social media

Jaishankar, Russian Dy PM Manturov discuss
bilateral economic ties in Moscow

Russian President
Vladimir Putin's expected
visit to New Delhi for the
BRICS leaders' summit on
September 12-13.

The meeting assumes
significance as India and
Russia seek to deepen their
economic engagement and
expand cooperation in a
range of areas.  The India-
Russia partnership has
consistently demonstrated
resilience and
adaptability, Jaishankar
said at an event which he
co-chaired with Manturov.

Even amidst a complex
international landscape,
our engagement has
continued to deepen,
reflecting the mutual
interest and confidence
that define our bilateral
partnership, he said.

During his visit,
Jaishankar is also
scheduled to meet Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov to exchange views
on regional and global
issues, the External Affairs
Ministry said in a
statement on Saturday. The

visit comes a month after
Jaishankar and Lavrov met
in Manila on July 22 on the
sidelines of ASEAN-
related ministerial
meetings, where they
reviewed bilateral
relations and exchanged
views on the Ukraine
conflict and the situation
in West Asia. Jaishankar
had also reiterated India's
strong concern  regarding
the safety of Indian
seafarers in the region
during his meeting with
Lavrov.

Joint Secretary, Ministry of  Defence Amitabh Prasad, right, and New Zealand
Ministry of  Defence Deputy Secretary Richard Schmidt during the second India-New
Zealand Defence Strategic Dialogue, in Wellington––PTI

Imran's party demands immediate cardiac
care for him at Shifa International Hospital

said the required specialist
facilities were available at
Shifa International Hospital.
Akram also referred to a
Supreme Court order
concerning Khan's
comprehensive medical
examination and treatment
at Shifa International
Hospital, alleging that
authorities had bypassed
the directive and instead
transferred him to a facility
where the CT angiography
was not performed. "When
the necessary facilities were
available at Shifa
International, deliberately
taking Khan to a hospital
unable or unwilling to
perform the procedure
raises a grave question: was
the decision made in
advance to prevent the CT
Coronary Angiography from
being conducted," he asked.

Akram said a
government medical board
had examined Khan on
August 10 following
complaints of heart
palpitations and severe
headaches. He said a
cardiologist at PIMS had
already recommended the
CTA on August 1 due to
fluctuating blood pressure,
restlessness and potential
risks of cardiac
complications, given Khan's
age and prolonged isolation.
Taking notice of the reports,
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Saturday formed
an inquiry committee,
headed by the
establishment division
secretary, to establish facts
and fix responsibility. On
Sunday, Akram reiterated
the party's demand to move
Khan to Shifa International
Hospital in Islamabad

without any delay   which
the Supreme Court had also
directed on August 18. "Even
the government's own
doctors considered this
diagnostic test necessary,"
Akram stated. He said these
reports had  intensified
concerns regarding
repeated delays and
apparent negligence in
providing Imran Khan with
timely and appropriate
medical care. Akram
rejected the government's
assertions that Khan had
been receiving adequate
medical care. Regarding the
prime minister's decision to
constitute an inquiry
committee following reports
of the failure to conduct
Imran's CTA, he said the
move raised  serious
questions as to why the
medically recommended
test was not conducted in the
first instance. "Why
coordination between the
cardiology and radiology
departments had failed, and
why Imran Khan was not
taken to Shifa International
despite the availability of
the required facilities there?
Akram also called for the
prompt disclosure of his
(Khan's) complete medical

"Political victimisation must
never be permitted to
endanger a human life
through the denial or
postponement of essential
medical care. The decision
to take him to a facility
where the required test was
not conducted, despite the
availability of  the necessary
facilities at Shifa
International, has created
serious concerns that the
procedure was intentionally
prevented,  he alleged.

Amity University launches research hub in
New York to deepen India-US innovation ties

solutions to global challenges, a press
release said.

Amity University chancellor and AGRH
chairman Aseem Chauhan said the
establishment of the hub represented an
important step towards creating a globally
connected ecosystem for scientific
discovery, innovation and knowledge
exchange, it said. "Our objective is to bring
together outstanding researchers, academic
institutions, industry leaders and global
partners to address complex challenges and
translate research into meaningful societal
impact," he said. The hub will connect
researchers and institutions in the US, India
and other global markets, with a focus on
interdisciplinary collaboration, emerging
technologies, translational research and
solutions to challenges of global
importance. The event was also attended
by the president of Amity Science,
Technology & Innovation Foundation, W
Selvamurthy, AGRH director Sandeep
Mittan and other senior representatives.
Amity University is a major Indian private
educational institution known for its global
network of campuses.
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KYIV, AUG 24: UK Prime
Minister Andy Burnham
arrived in Kyiv on Monday,
where he is expected to
meet President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy and co-chair a
meeting with the so-called
coalition of the willing
alongside other
international leaders. The
visit coincides with
Ukraine's Independence
Day, and is Burnham's first
overseas trip since taking
office. Other European
leaders also arrived in the
capital, including
European Council
President Antonio Costa,
Moldovan President Maia
Sandu, Luxembourg Prime
Minister Luc Frieden and
Estonian President Alar
Karis.

Burnham is expected to
announce that the UK
Government has agreed to
allow defence company
MBDA to release classified
information relating to
British components used in
the SCALP long-range
missile, according to his
office. This would pave the
way for France and
Ukraine to advance plans
for local production of the
weapon in Ukraine. SCALP
is the French version of the
UK's Storm Shadow
missile, with both systems
incorporating shared
French and British
technology. Burnham is
also expected to take part
in Independence Day
commemorations and
discuss continued
international support for
Ukraine during the
coalition of the willing
meeting. Ukraine marks 35
years of independence on
Monday following the
collapse of the Soviet
Union in 1991.

Burnham, European
leaders arrive in
Kyiv as Ukraine

marks
Independence Day

records, reports
and diagnostic
results to his
family, personal
doctors and legal
team . "Imran
Khan's heart
health cannot be
subjected to
p o l i t i c a l
c a l c u l a t i o n s ,
administrative
excuses or
further delay,"
Akram declared.

law because two of
the three parties in
Luxon's coalition
government will
vote against it.
Passage would
require support
from opposition
lawmakers, who
have yet to decide
how they would
vote. There also
wasn't enough time
for lawmakers to
hold a vote on the
proposal before
P a r l i a m e n t
dissolved on Oct. 1
ahead of
N o v e m b e r ' s
election, Luxon


